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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR NOVEMBER 19, 2021  

 
 

COVID-19 Boosters for All Adults 

Federal regulators announced on Friday that they will 

expand the emergency authorization of Pfizer’s and 

Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine booster shots for 

people 18 and older. The move is designed to head off 

a potential new surge of cases this winter.  

Anyone who received a single shot of the Johnson & 

Johnson vaccine is already eligible for a booster two 

months after their initial dose. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention unanimously endorsed the boosters 
which should be available at no cost as early as this weekend ahead of the Thanksgiving 
holiday.  

 

Congratulations Grads! 

It was honored to speak to the 27 Independence High School students who graduated 

from the Dale Carnegie Course: Skills for Success on Monday. This is the eighth 

year that the City, 25 & Alive, and the Independence Local Schools have partnered to co-

sponsor this unique eight-week course. Since it began in 2014, nearly 200 Independence 

students have completed the course and earned college credits.  

 

It was inspiring to hear each student talk about how the course helped them improve 

their communication skills, learn to manage stress, become more confident as leaders, 

public speakers, and in building stronger social skills with family, friends, co-workers and 
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when meeting new people. They talked about having the confidence to speak in front of a 

crowd which will help them get a better handle on job and college interviews.  

In a sign of the times, two of the graduating students who were not able to make it to City 

Hall, participated virtually. 

 

Participating seniors: Abby Avila, Nicholas Artuso, Alexander Christian, Thomas 

Freeman, Maria Gerding, Sadie Habeeb, McKenna Kalman, Emma Kilbane, Connor 

Korinek, Ariana Mallernee, Marissa Mallernee, Casey McGhee, Mackenzie McMahon, 

Macy McNamara, Ava Moreal, Blaise O'Malley, Halle Pillar, Ashleigh Porter, Callie 

Prokopius, Rachel Ressler, Grant Sears, Holly Si, Robert Somrak, Jack Taliaferro, Joshua 

Wachs, Anna Weber, and Hanna Wilson. Also pictured Course Coach Jim Eller from 

Campus Life and Trainer Jeanne Wiedt (holding iPad).  

 

 
90+ Birthday Bash 

Due to the pandemic, the City was not able to celebrate residents who turned 90-years-

old in 2020. But that was remedied today during a belated birthday luncheon.   

Twenty-six residents turned 90 in 2020 including my dear 

mother Delores (love you!). 
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I wonder if there is something in the water that accounts for so many nonagenarians 

among us.    Happy Birthday to all and best wishes for continue good health! 

 

I also want to thank Larry Apple from Vitalia Senior 

Living who donated the two birthday cakes that were 

served for dessert.  

 

 

 

Here are the residents who turned 90 last year: 

Audrey Brackenbush 

Carl Burns 

Gene Chodzin 

Maryann Cofta 

Don Elewski 

Pauline Englehart 

Corrine Farris 

Yolanda Flor 

Lillian Fortner 

Marceda Gallucci 

Mike Guzi 

Dolores Joseph 

Shirly Kalish 

Dolores Kurtz 

Jenny Lionti 

Mary Ellen Matts 

Alice Mendezoff 

Evelyn Nelson 

Joseph O’Brien 

Victor Pallotta 

Sylvia Priebe 

Florence Sadens 

Betty Schwab 

Nick Velotta 

Jeanne Walsh 

Dorothy Wisniewski
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Remembering Marilyn Senick 
 

 
 
The City honored and remembered former Community Services Director Marilyn Senick 
on Tuesday, November 16 during a memorial tree planting outside the Civic Center.  
 
Marilyn passed away last September after serving the City and its residents for more than 
24-years. A licensed social worker, she worked tirelessly to provide programs and services 
that enriched residents’ lives.  
 
The Red Jeffers Maple is planted near the entrance to the Civic Center parking lot with a 
plaque in Marilyn’s memory. It is a meaningful tribute to a life well lived.  
 
 

Suicide Prevention 

Last month, Independence High School students raised more than $800 for the 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention by participating in the “Out of Darkness 
Walk” at Wade Oval in Cleveland.  
 
In the wake of two student suicides during the 2020-21 school terms, students wanted 

to raise awareness about suicide prevention. 

Although the walk is over, the group continues to raise funds.  Their goal: $1,000.  
If you would like to help IHS reach their goal, you can make a donation here.   

In a related matter, the Federal Communications Commission voted unanimously this 

week to expand access to the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline by letting people text 

988 starting July 16, 2022.  

According to an FCC spokesperson, nearly 6,000 Americans call the Lifeline on an 

average every day. They believe that creating an easy-to-remember 3-digit number (like 

the emergency 9-1-1 number) will make it easier for people to get help when they need it 

most. 

https://supporting.afsp.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donordrive.team&teamID=284414
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Another Successful Stuff the Ambulance Event 

  

I would like to congratulate our firefighters and thank the Independence Drug Mart on 

another successful “Stuff the Ambulance” food-drive event. On Saturday November 14th, 

braving the snow and wintry weather, they collected 2,240 pounds of food and almost 

$1,000 in cash. This was more food and money than we have ever collected.  

Additionally, I was told that at most food drives 10-15% of the food collected is expired. At 

our event that percentage was zero. I would like to thank the community for giving so 

generously and a special thank you to the employees of Total Quality Logistic on Rockside 

Rd who dropped off about 1,000 cans of food. These much-needed donations will provide 

food for fifty-three local families over Thanksgiving and throughout the month of 

December.  

 

 

 
 

Download Finance Director Blaze’s Weekly Report for November 19, 2021, 

here. 

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#revize_document_center_rz480
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Virtual Travel, Real Lessons Learned 

Time For Us traveled (virtually) west on the Oregon Trail this week where the children 

visited a fort, rode in a covered wagon, and enjoyed homemade pumpkin muffins with 

butter that they made themselves as they learned about what life would be like for 

children growing up in this era! 
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If you know someone who would like to 

subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly 

Updates, please ask them to email their 

name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

